Palmerston Primary School

Head Teacher’s Newsletter

‘Together we will succeed’

Overall school attendance:

95.3 %

Dear Parents/Carers,

| hope you have had a wonderful summer and time to relax away from school.

It has been lovely to see all our children return this week looking so smart in their
school uniforms for the start of another school year. | am pleased to say that the
children have all settled really well and are getting used to their new routines.

Your child’s class teacher will be sending you an overview of the term ahead so that
you can see what they will be doing in class this term. We will continue our family
class assemblies and our ‘sharing days’ which proved very successful so that your
children can discuss their progress and achievements. We are always keen to listen
to feedback and want to continue strengthening our links with our families and wider
community.

We will also be sending you a calendar of main events for the year ahead which will
hopefully help with organisation and planning. These dates may be subject to
change and more information on any future events will follow when needed.

Please see below for information regarding expectations of the new school year
ahead.

Beginning of the school day

The school doors are open from 8:40am onwards, whereby staff will be on the
playground to meet and greet your child. We still have a ‘drop and go’ system but
you are welcome to join us in the playground in the morning which gives you an
opportunity to talk with the class team. Classes will line up at 8.50am and will be
escorted into school by their class teachers.

The school doors will close at 9:00am for all children in the school. After 9.00am
children will need to enter school via the office where they will be marked in for their
attendance and dinners as appropriate.
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Attendance

Attendance is incredibly important to us to ensure that our children are getting the
best possible chance of having a great education. It is a key target for our school. At
Palmerston, we take this very seriously and actively promote the Vale of
Glamorgan’s ‘Miss School Miss Out’ campaign. We ask all parents to set the
highest of expectations for attendance and punctuality for the year ahead.

As a school we aim for all children to be present in school at all sessions and our
overall school target is for 92% or above. It is important that you speak with us if
your child has any health or pastoral issues as soon as they arise, so that we can
put in place the right support for your child as soon as possible. Your child’s class
teacher is the first point of contact to arrange this.

If your child is absent, even for 1 day, please can you inform the school office
before 8:50am following the procedure outlined below:

[1 Phone the school before 8.50am.

0 If there is no answer, please leave a message, stating who is making the phone
call and why the child is absent.

[1 If the reason for your child’s absence is for medical reasons/appointments you
may be asked to show a medical appointment letter, card or email so that the correct
code can be entered on your child’s attendance register.

00 If your child is late for school, this is any time after 9.00am, you must:

o Go to the School Office and sign the Late Register.

PLEASE NOTE

School officially starts at 8:50am and registers close at 9:00am. If your child arrives
between 9:00am and 9:20am they will be recorded as late. If your child is still absent
after 9:20am a text message will be sent asking you to call the school to explain
their absence. If the school has not received a reply by 10:00am the School Office
will call you. If there is still no explanation for your child’s absence or they arrive after
9:20am it will be recorded as an ‘unauthorised absence’. If your child is absent for
3 consecutive days without an explanation the Educational Welfare Officer (EWO)
will be informed and 10 unauthorised absences throughout the year, could mean you
are issued a Fixed Penalty Notice.

Please note that unless there is a medical appointment or valid reason, your child
should be picked up at 3:15pm and not earlier.

Access Attitude Achievement




Water bottles & snacks

All children must bring their own water bottles which they must not share. These
water bottles must go home at the end of every day and we washed and re-filled. As
a school we promote healthy eating, so please can you provide your child with a
piece of fruit, vegetable and no alternatives for their snack. If you have any questions
regarding this, please speak to the Head teacher or Deputy.

After school clubs

An online form will be sent out soon informing you which clubs will be on offer this
term. Please can you ensure you complete the it if you would like your child to
attend. Different clubs will be on offer throughout the school year so we are sure
there will be something your child will enjoy.

Communication with Parents

Please continue to ring or email to communicate with the office, teachers and wider
staff, or arrange a meeting outside of school hours. Our school communication
procedure is on our school website. Please be aware that during the school day
teachers will not be able to receive phone calls and talk with you. Your class teacher
will be happy to chat to you at the end of the school day. We will communicate with
you as regularly as possible to keep you informed of any changes, developments
and news. Please ensure you check your emails and text messages, to ensure you
are fully aware of vital school information.

Changes of contact details

If there have been any changes to your address or phone numbers, please can you
inform the school as soon as possible. Also, if there are any changes to the
additional people we can contact if you are unavailable, please can you help us
update these.
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School Uniform

Children must wear school uniform. Palmerston uniform can be purchased from the
school office via an order form. However, basic school uniform can also be purchased
from the supermarkets. The school uniform consists of red or black jumpers and
cardigans, black or white polo shirts, grey or black trousers, skirts or dresses and
comfortable shoes. Long hair is to be tied back and only studded earrings to be worn.
Your child will also need a coat and a bag. Please do not send your child in with
jeans, branded jumpers/t-shirts which is not school uniform. Uniform has a huge part
to play in team culture and a sense of belonging. Please can you ensure that all
clothing, water bottles, lunch bags etc. are labelled. Children in Reception to Year 4
can wear their PE kits to school on PE days — your class teacher will inform you of
your PE day in the class newsletter. This consists of the red Palmerston PE T-Shirt
and black bottoms and trainers. Please could pupils in Year 5 & 6 bring their PE kit to
change in school.

We wish all of our Year 6 pupils the best of luck in their new schools this week and
also wish them much happiness for the future. Please can | take this opportunity to
thank you all again for your support and kindness over the past year.

Have a lovely week!

Kind regards,
Sarah Cason
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