Palmerston Primary School

Head Teacher's Newsletter

‘Together we will succeed’

Attendance:

News this half term: Spring — 89.2%

As we approach the end of the Spring term, | would
like to say thank you for your ongoing support. The
school has buzzed with lots of visitors and trips this term. These have included our ever popular
Sharing Days for our families in Nursery, Reception, Year 3 and Year 5. We have had several ‘stay
and play’ events in the lower end of school and Mrs Morgan has continued with her Thursday
Coffee afternoons in the Oasis Room from 2:15pm, so please pop in for a chat and a hot drink.

We have been so lucky to have a close working Families Learning .
relationship with ‘Flying Start’ who have been resident in our Together e
Oasis Room this half term. There have been sessions from the

Vale Parenting Service, Team Around the Family and the Early g TP Digital Detectives
Years team. We hope to build on this link in the future, so : 3
please do try and attend future sessions. Our partnership with
Cardiff and Vale College (CAVC) has gone from strength to
strength with the scientific ‘Fizzy Fun’ sessions being
incredibly well attended. The next set of workshops is

‘Digital Detectives’ - which will explore all things STEM

and digital. This workshop starts on Wednesday 7th May.
For Year 3, 4 and 5 pupils and families. Sign up quickly
because it is bound to be popular and it is a great way to
spend time in school working with your child.

Location: Palmerston
p Primary

For family members of
¥3, y4, y5 pupils

Time: 1:00pm - end
of school day

Starts: Wednesday 7th May
2025
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There have been so many wonderful trips this term. Our

Year 6 took part in a fantastic residential trip to Manor ——
Adventure and they participated in a wide range of activities families@cavc.ac.uk
such as rock

climbing, kayaking, fencing - overcoming

fears and building their confidence. Our Year 1 pupils
enjoyed a trip to Porthkerry Park, Year 5 took part in
swimming lessons and four of our children completed Level
1 and Level 2 certificates in horse care and riding. One of
our Year 4 even won a Rotarian Art Competition — what a
talented bunch of children we have. Check out the winning
“entry to the left of this paragraph. The half term culminated
‘with our wonderful Year 5s are delivered an outstanding
lliEaster celebration assembly.
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We were fortunate to welcome visiting Head teachers from the Netherlands. They were so impressed
with our children and even joined our Year 4 on a trip to DOW where our children created bath bombs
and bubble bath. It was lovely to see so many budding scientists at work!

Other exciting activities included a visit from Animal Encounters
where every class had the opportunity to see exotic animals
close up. We also had visitors from Cardiff University in Year 4,
5 and 6 where the brilliant Technocamps helped our children
refine their coding skills. We even managed to squeeze in a
visit from Barry Male Voice Choir which was a wonderful way

to mark St David’s Day and celebrate the wonderful artistic
culture we have in Barry.

Unfortunately, attendance continues to be a significant issue
for the school. We know that statistically children have a
better chance of succeeding in education and later in life by
consistently attending school, but unfortunately, attendance
has dipped significantly over the last few weeks. We expect
children to be in school for 92% of the academic year, if there
are reasons your child is below this target or if there is
anything we can do to support, please get in contact

Please can | kindly remind you that our school uniform should
be worn every day, except on PE days. As part of our Healthy School initiatives, please can you also
ensure that your child brings a bottle of water and a piece of fruit daily unless there is a legitimate
reason, if so, please let your class teacher know.

In the Summer term, our new whole school value will be
‘Emotional Intelligence’ where we will focus on understanding the
importance of humility, respect and sensitivity to global issues. Our
inquires will have a humanities focus — it promises to be an exciting
term.

The school will be closed for pupils on Monday 28th April for staff
training. | wish you all a happy and restful time with your families.
Thank you once again for your continued support and cooperation.

Sarah Cason (Head teacher)

Rights Respecting Article Dates for the diary

s

Article 17 - Every child has the rightt = - Monday 28™" April - Inset day

reliable information from the media (school closed to pupils)
Tuesday 29t April - school reopens

Thursday 15t May - WRU Rugby
Value of the Month sessions in the afternoon for six
May - Humility & self-worth weeks for Year 5 and 6

June - Respect _ Monday 26t May - start of half term
July - Sensitivity to global issues
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